
579

REVIEWS

Eternal Life, a Study. By BARON F. VON HCGEL. (T. & T. Clark,
Edinburgh, 1912.)

THIS is an important book, which will still further enhance the
reputation of Baron Friedrich von Hiigel as one of the first of living
philosophical theologians. ' Eternal Life' is an overgrown article for
Dr Hastings's Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics. To cut it down
would have been impossible; the style is throughout compressed even
to the point of difficulty, and there are no digressions such as exist in
the author's masterly but amorphous volumes on St Catherine of Genoa.
So Messrs Clark gladly consented to issue the colossal article as a
separate volume.

The subject of Christian eschatology has been strangely neglected
in our time. The history and philosophy of Christian doctrines about
eternal life is a subject of surpassing interest and importance; but
the literature upon it is scanty and poor. It would make an admirable
subject for Bampton, and still more for Gifford Lectures. Baron von
Hiigel's book has now shewn how the work ought to be done; but
a rich field is left for future writers. Indeed, the plan of this book is
almost too encyclopaedic. The scope of ' eternal life' is so expanded
as to cover not merely theories of human survival or immortality, but
problems of epistemology, ontology, and ethics. Even natural science
and politics come within the author's purview. The result is a treatise
which is rather an essay in religious philosophy than a monograph on
eschatology. Perhaps the most conspicuous of its many merits is the
manner in which the views of various philosophers and their schools
are handled. Instead of a dreary catalogue of theories, which when
stated in a bald abstract often lose whatever measure of truth and
attractiveness they may possess, Baron von Hflgel gives us a sympathetic
estimate of them as products of living experience and reasoned faith.
It is a model of the spirit and temper in which the history of philosophy,
and especially of religious philosophy, should be written.

Many readers, who may lack the patience to ponder over the careful
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and weighty judgements of the author on Plato and Aristotle, on
Spinoza, Kant, and Ritschl, will turn eagerly to the chapters on the
problem of Apocalyptic in the New Testament, on the philosophy of
Bergson, and on socialism. Baron von Hiigel finds in the teaching
of Christ two elements, both prominent and indispensable—the pro-
phetic or ethical, and the apocalyptic. These, he says, are two
complementary movements, equally necessary to the deepest religion,
and equally integral parts of Christianity. His criticism of Bergson
is temperate, but in fact severe. He blames him for his one-sided insis-
tence on the dynamic element in reality, and for banishing teleology
from life. These criticisms seem to me thoroughly justified; but they
do not affect the value of much that Bergson has written; indeed, in
his latest utterances, that philosopher seems to be feeling his way
towards a more adequate, and more religious, view of the nature of
ultimate reality. The chapter on socialism is discriminating, fair, and
finally hopeful. The movement, Baron von Hiigel thinks, is becoming less
bitter, less materialistic, and less hostile to religion. The long discussion
of the institutional element in religion is specially interesting. It deals
primarily with some of the problems which the Roman Catholic Church
has to face, but to a large extent these are also problems for every
branch of organized Christianity. The book as a whole is one which
should be read more than once. It is not recommended by any graces
of style; but almost every page contains food for thought. To the
Christian philosopher it is stimulating in the highest degree.

The Mystic Way. By EVELYN UNDERHILL. (J. M. Dent & Sons,

THE output of books, the titles of which proclaim that they are
studies of 'mysticism', is now so large that there is a danger of the
subject becoming a fashionable craze, to the disgust of serious students.
It is very clear that those who write about mysticism do not all mean
the same thing by the word, and still more, that their sympathies go out
towards mystics of very different types. There are, in fact, three ways
of studying mysticism, each of which has been well represented during
the present • mystical revival', as it has recently been called. The
psychological school, of which William James was the most popular
writer, but which boasts many other able students in America and
France, such as Starbuck, Leuba, and Murisier, collects details of
1 eases', tabulates the age, sex, and circumstances in subjects of sudden
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